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my reputation; for which, at any rate, my conscience and my
innocence were the surest pledges: however, that I hereby freely
gave him back his word, and hoped the change would prove a
happy one for him. The same hour I received a short reply,
which was, in all essential particulars, entirely synonymous with
the first. He adhered to his former statement, that so soon as
he obtained a situation, he would ask me, if I pleased to share
his fortune with him.
This I interpreted as meaning simply nothing. I signified to
my relations and acquaintances, that the affair was altogether
settled; and it was so in fact. Having, nine months afterwards,
obtained the much-desired preferment, he offered me his hand;
but under the condition, that as the wife of a man who must
keep house like other people, I should alter my opinions. I re-
turned him many thanks : and hastened with my heart and mind
away from this transaction; as one hastens from the playhouse
when the curtain falls. And as he, a short time afterwards, had
found a rich and advantageous match, a thing now easy for him;
and as I now knew hi'in to be happy in the way he liked, my own
tranquillity was quite complete.
I must not pass in silence the fact, that several times before
he got a place, and after it, there were respectable proposals made
to me; which, however, I decided without the smallest hesita-
tion, much as my father and my mother could have wished for
more compliance on my part.
At length, after a stormy March and April, the loveliest May
weather seemed to be allotted me. With good health, I enjoyed
an indescribable composure of mind: look around me as I pleased,
my loss appeared a gain to me. Young and full of sensibility, I
thought the universe a thousand times more beautiful than for-
merly, when I required to have society and play, that in the fair
garden tedium might not overtake me. And now, as I did not
conceal my piety, I likewise took heart to own my love for the
sciences and arts. I drew, painted, read; and found enow of
people to support me: instead of the great world, which I had
left, or rather which had left me, a smaller one formed ifeself about
me, which was infinitely richer and more entertaining. I had a
turn for social life; and I do not deny that, on giving up my old
acquaintances, I trembled at the thought of solitude. I now found
myself abundantly, perhaps excessively, indemnified. My acquaint-
ances ere long wore very numerous; not at home only, but like-

